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One from the heart

Swedish retailer Thomas Lundgren is building
turniture ¢hain THE One in his unique image

Before you can access
THE One’s website
you have to answer
a question: “Does
the world really need
another retailer?”
The answer is “no”

and this unusual
attitude is typical of Thomas
Lundgren, the man behind the
successful furniture chain that
started in Abu Dhabi in 1996,

“The whole world is full of
traders: what makes THE One
different is that we are much
more passionate,” sayvs former
ice hockey plaver Lundgren,
who worked for 10 vears with
IKEA. “We're not just selling
furniture — there must be more
to life than selling stuff."

THE One has “theatres”, as

the shops are called (opening

26 October 20007

hours are known as
“show times"), in Bah-
rain, Jordan, Kuwait,
across the UAE and
in Lundgren’s native
Sweden. MNew bou-
tique stores have just
opened in Qatar and
Abu Dhabi, and the website has
been revamped.

Lundgren's ambitious plans to
expand THE One furtheraround
the globe are coupled with
philanthropic schemes in, what
he calls, a "social enterprise”.
T'HE Omne encourages physically
and mentally challenged adults
to work in its stores and Lund-
gren also wants to develop links
with the communities where
shops are sited by establishing
local schools,

 www.theoneme.com
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